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The 

Montessori School of Sonoma  

Dates to 
Remember 

REGISTRATION 
For summer and fall 2020 

 Starting Tuesday, March 10th, registration papers will be 
at the front counter for current families to enroll for the Summer 
2020 and Fall 2020 school year. A non-refundable $150 
registration fee (this includes $100 per child registration fee and a 
$50 per family emergency contact fee) must accompany each 
child’s form or the paperwork will not be processed. All students 
must re-register every year for all programs, including 
Childcare. We will be offering a summer program for Infant, 
Toddler and Primary classes. Parents may request a particular 
class, for example AM or PM Primary, but the final decision of 
placement is made by the Director. This year’s placement does 
not guarantee the same placement for next year. All fees/tuition 
to hold your child’s space are non-refundable. Remaining 
available spaces will be offered to those on the waiting list 
beginning in April. 
 
Registration Begins: Tuesday, March 10th    
Application Deadline: Tuesday, March 24th      
Summer School Fees Due: Monday, June 1st                               
Fall Fees Due: Wednesday, July 1st    
 
 

NEWSLETTER 

 
Friday, March 6th  

Ballet Show @ 3:15pm for the 2 o’clock class  
 

Monday, March 9th 
School Closed.  Teacher workday/CPR, First Aid 

Training  
 

Tuesday, March 10th  
Pre Registration begins for Summer/Fall 

 
Thursday, March 12th 

Open House 6:30pm for Infant & Toddler and 7:00 
pm for Primary. Open House is for ADULTS ONLY 

please. 
 

Friday, March 13th 
Ballet Show @ 4pm for the 3 o’clock class  

 
Wednesday, March 18th   

(Primary class only) 
Thursday, March 19th & Friday, March 20th  

Parent/Teacher Conferences; 
No Classes, Childcare open 

 
Tuesday, March 24th    

Summer and Fall Registration Paperwork Due 



 
THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL OF SONOMA 

 
2 

 
MARCH 2020 

Open House 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

 

 Parents are invited to visit the 
classrooms they are considering for the fall of 
2020 on March 12th.  Infant parents can visit 
the toddler room, toddler parents can visit the 
primary room and primary parents of 3&4 year 
olds can receive information on their next year 
in the classroom.  This Open House combined 
with parent conferences will help you decide on 
the appropriate placement for your child prior 
to when registration is due. Times for the Open 
House are 6:30pm for Infant & Toddler and 
7:00pm for Primary. 

Conferences will be held on Thursday, 
March 19th  and Friday, March 20th . 
There will be an additional conference day 
on Wednesday, March 18th  for Primary 
Class only. Sign up sheets for conference 
times will be posted on your child’s 
classroom door. There will be no classes 
on conference days, but childcare will be 
open for regularly scheduled students. 

School Tax ID#:  For those of you 
gathering information for tax purposes, the 
Tax ID# for the Montessori School of 
Sonoma is:  94-2174042 

Ballet Performances 
Christine Churchill, our Ballet teacher will be having 
a show on March 6th at 3:15pm for the 2 o’clock 
class and another show on March 13th at 4pm for 
the 3 o’clock class. Don’t’ forget your camera! 
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MARCH 2020 

Infant Corner 

2

 We have been singing: 

Mr. Sun, Sun, Mr. Golden Sun, please 
shine down on me! 

Mr. Sun, Sun, Mr. Golden Sun, hiding 
behind the tree.   
These little children are asking you, to 
please come out so we can play with 
you.  
Oh Mr. Sun, Sun, Mr. Golden Sun, 
please shine down on me! 

Important Dates: 

March 9th, no school – staff development day.  We 

also will be renewing our CPR and First Aid.  

March 19th  & 20th   Parent/Teacher Conferences.  

Conference sign ups will be posted this month.  This 
is a time where we can sit and chat with you about 
your child’s time with us as well as answer any 
questions you may have.   

March 12th – Open House – if your child will be 

leaving us by September, please visit the Toddler 
room presentation.   

 

 

1

 Our class is having a great time 
playing outdoors in the sunshine.  We 
will be spending more time in our yard 
as the weather warms up.  Check out our 
new baby lambs in the field if you 
haven’t already.  Please sunscreen your 
child before coming to school or bring 
sunscreen for us to keep here. 

 Please remember to fill your 
child’s bags on the hooks with extra 
clothes.      
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MARCH 2020 

Toddler Corner 
 Let’s hope March comes in like a lion, as we’ve enjoyed the beautiful 2020 February weather, 
we do need some rain.  And we love wearing our rain boots, don’t want to miss out on that!  March is 
very busy for us with teacher work day, Open House, and parent teacher conferences.  In preparation 
for Open House, and for our CRP/First Aid training, we will have teacher work day on Monday, 
March 9th.  There is no class or childcare.  Thursday, March 12th is Open House.  I would like you all to 
attend the Primary presentation, as this is the next step for your children.  The Primary Open House 
begins at 7pm, adults only please.   After you have learned more about the Primary Class, we will have 
a chance to discuss what is the next class for your child during our parent teacher conferences.  
Conference are on Thursday, March 19th and Friday, March 20th.  I will post a sign up sheet on our 
classroom door. Conferences are scheduled during our regular class time, therefore, there will be no 
classes these two days. 

  Starting in March, our continent puzzle map will 
be one of our works.  The continent puzzle map includes 
all the continents of the world.  The children place the 
pieces on a control chart using their fine motor skills by 
holding the little knob and placing it on the correct spot 
on the control chart.  This is the first puzzle map 
introduced in a Montessori classroom.  The Primary class 
has each continent in which each country is represented 
by a separate puzzle piece.  Finally, there is a map of the 
United States with each individual state.  Throughout 

growth and development of the child in the Montessori class, the child will work with the maps at 
different levels.  At first, the child will use maps just as puzzles and learn some of the names of 
countries.  Gradually, the child will start to trace the map and later the child will trace, label, and 
paint the map all by themselves.  It is exciting, watching a child’s development through the years 
using the maps.  It also creates discussion and inquiry of our world.   

Our Continent Song:  
There is a song we sing with our continent map: 

Seven continents in the world, tell me what they are… 

North America, South America, Europe, Asia, Africa.   
Don’t forget Australia, Don’t forget Antarctica..  

Seven continents in the world, tell me what they are… 

 

Don’t forget to wear green, Tuesday, March 17th!  Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 

Christine and Cara 
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Primary Corner 

 Happy “almost” Spring. The kids sure had fun decorating their boxes for the Valentine’s Day 
party. Thank you so much to all the families who contributed stickers for the box decorations and fun 
goodies for the party. It was so wonderful to see the creativity in the Valentine’s Day cards and treats. We 
also had a special snack of eggrolls and a fortune cookie to coincide with our Chinese theme. We thank 
you for supporting our “no sweets” rule for the party. It was a wonderful day of friendship and love!  
 Our Chinese study was a lot of fun. We started by looking at Chinese families and how they may 
differ from our families. For example, grandparents may live in the home, only two children can be born 
per family, and many people use a bicycle for transportation. We sampled some Chinese food, trying rice 
crackers, seaweed, and Tamari rice snacks in addition to our Valentine’s Day party treat. Most kids were 
enthusiastic and liked the snacks. We then learned about the endangered Giant Panda. It is the only bear 
that does not hibernate, the only bear that does not stand on two legs, and the only bear that is mostly an 
herbivore. Finally, we learned how to say hello and thank you in Chinese.  
 We also talked a bit about George Washington—the “Father of our Country”. We asked the 
children, “what is the job of the President?” Many of them responded that the President should take care 
of people, make sure people have enough food, and be kind! He or she should make good rules. One of 
our students shared that even though her dad was old enough now to be President, he did not want to be. 
She was OK with that!  
 Thank you to the families that contributed oranges for juicing. Next in Practical Life, we will be 
cutting carrots, so keep your eyes on the door for sign-ups if you’d like to contribute. If your child comes 
home with orange lips, you’ll know why! Finally, thanks to all of the families that attended the Positive 
Discipline workshop. We greatly appreciate you all coming out on a school night.  
 This month, we’re switching gears. We’ll be studying amphibians, with an emphasis on frogs. We 
will also be getting ready to plant in our garden boxes and rehabilitate the fairy box. We will talk a little 
about St. Patrick’s Day, play some Irish music, and read a few stories. By the way, if you are interested in 
the songs Mr. Jeff plays with the kids at circle, there is a list on the bulletin board outside the classroom.  
 
Open House March 12 th at 7:00: All parents are welcome to come visit the Primary classroom. We will 
be discussing class routines, the Montessori Method, and talking about our program. The Primary 
classroom is for children 3 to 6 years old, pre-school and Kindergarten. Children in the Primary classroom 
must be potty-trained; this means using the bathroom independently.  
 
Parent-Teacher Conferences…March 18th -20th…There is no Primary class these days. Sign-ups will 
be on the door on March 2nd . This will be a good time to find out how your child is doing in the 
Primary classroom, find out what activities your child is working on, and address concerns. Please 
make sure to sign-up!  
 
Chinese Proverb:    
      
If there is Light in the Soul  
There will be Beauty in the Person      
If there is Beauty in the Person  
There will be Harmony in the House  
If there is Harmony in the House  
There will be Order in the Nation  
If there is Order in the Nation  
There will be Peace in the World!  
 
Miss Kim & Mr. Jeff 
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Montessori Corner 
Montessori Corner: The Contract 
 
Children who turn five years old, and all kindergarteners receive a contract, which is 
individualized with respect to their academic status. These children get into the routine of 
beginning each day with their contract work when they get up from circle. The contract is the 
child’s notebook where each day’s assignments are noted. Each child must finish the day’s work 
before having free choice. If all the contract work has been completed from Monday through 
Thursday, then on Friday, they have free choice all day—“Free Choice Friday”. Parents are 
encouraged to have their child show them the contract to see what they are working on each day. 
Please don’t hesitate to ask Miss Kim or Mr. Jeff about anything with respect to the work they’re 
doing. 
 
Most of the work the children are doing is Kindergarten or 1st grade level. We make sure that the 
child is working throughout the classroom with lots of extensions, such as dictionary work, 
reports, and reading/writing work books. There is no stopping point for the child in the academic 
curriculum. The child gets help in areas where he is behind, gets the chance to master tasks at 
hand, and moves forward on what has been mastered. For example, once a child masters his 
sounds, we then introduce how the sounds come together to make a word. At the same time, there 
is a lot of writing, a variety of similar works to help mastery, and introduction to phonetic reading. 
 
This program is based on the methods and philosophy of Dr. Maria Montessori, using additional 
extensions that Miss Kim created. She’s taken traditional state kindergarten requirements and 
expanded them for the individual child. Essentially, the children each have their own curriculum 
to help guide them in mastering tasks, help them continue to move forward in all areas of their 
academic education, and help promote their growth with respect to confidence, self-esteem, and 
the development of social skills. This is why many children leave the Primary classroom already 
doing first grade work. Your child will go into Kindergarten or 1st grade academically strong, 
with respect for self and others, and focused for what comes next in their education.  
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Childcare Corner 
 Spring has sprung in the valley and we are extremely grateful for all of the beautiful weather 
February had to offer.  What a wonderful month, filled with love and fun Valentine’s Day crafts.  The 
Valentine’s Day waffles were just an added bonus to our month long celebration.  

 Along with our Valentine’s crafts, we learned about farm animals, domestic pets and wild 
animals.  Some of our projects included cats, puppies, fish, monkeys, cheetahs and zebras.  We also 
listened to different animal calls and guessed which animal it was.  We ended our animal excursion 
with a yummy food project resembling a monkey!   

 Our Dinosaurs will be stomping into March this month as it will be our main focus of study.  
Topics will include their live on Earth, types of dinosaurs, and the extinction of them.  We will explore 
their habitats, what food they may have eaten, and what the world looked like during the prehistoric 
times.  We’re excited for some fun dinosaur themed art projects.  

Please remember to dress your children appropriately, and if it is under 60 degrees, long sleeves are 
required. 

 

Thank you, 

Callie, Cara, Karina, Kelsey, Leslie, Marina, and Natasha 

 


