
 

 

 

School Tax ID# 

The Montessori School of Sonoma 

Newsletter 

Welcome Back and  
Happy New Year 

We hope everyone had a happy and restful winter break.  
After such a long absence from classes, it is not 
uncommon for the children to have difficulty getting back 
into the routine of school.  Try to reestablish a consistent 
bedtime and daily schedule.  Your children will do much 
better in school when they have a predictable routine, and 
a good night sleep.   

J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 0  

Dates to Remember 
January 1st – School Closed, 
Happy New Year 

January 10th – Ballet Classes 
Begin 

January 20th  – School Closed, 
Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday 

 

 

Ballet Classes 
Ballet instructor, Christine 

Churchill will return this month 
to teach two ballet classes 

starting Friday, 1/10.  Classes 
will meet for 8 weeks.  Sign up 

sheets will be posted on the front 
counter.   

For those of you gathering information for tax 
purposes, the Tax ID# for the Montessori 
School of Sonoma is: 94-2174042 

Communication Reminder: 
Please communicate to the school directly, either in person, or 
through a phone call or email.  We ask that you please respect 
the privacy of our teachers and not call, text or email them 
directly regarding school matters.  Thank you for your 
cooperation and understanding.  
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INFANT CORNER 

2

can be wet and if your children nap at school. 
We will most likely need extra pants a few 
times a week now. 

Reminder: Closed 1/20 for MLK Holiday 

Thank you, 

Katherine and Stacey 

 

Easy Play Dough 

2 cups of flour 
2 cups of water 
1 cap salt 
4 tsp. cream of tarter 
2 tbsp. oil 
Food coloring of 
choice 

Mix everything together and 
cook over medium high heat, 
stirring until ball forms. (about 2 
minutes) Turn out onto wax 
paper and have fun! 

1

Happy New Year! 
 We hope you and your families had a 
wonderful holiday season!  As we come back to 
class, we are excited to meet our new 
classmates.  This is always a sweet time when 
some of our younger children start taking on an 
older role, showing the new friends the routine.  
We are so proud of the friendships that form in 
our room and can’t wait to start the New Year 
with new friends. 

 As always, please make sure there are 
weather appropriate clothes in the extra clothes 
bag.  We LOVE spending time outdoors but it 
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TODDLER CORNER 

Happy 2020! 
Welcome back! We hope everyone had an exciting and 
fun filled winter break.  We have new activities on our 
shelves and are ready to get back to work! A reminder, 
if your child is potty training, please brings extra 
clothes for our classroom’s extra clothes bag.  
Sometimes, even a pair of shoes is needed along with 
socks and pants.  The weather is much cooler, so our 
days will begin in the big yard.  If it is raining, we will 
begin inside the classroom.   

Please put your child’s name inside all of their outside 
clothing.  We don’t want anyone loosing their new 
winter coat or hat.  

Maria Montessori’s Rules of Respect 
Respect for others 

Respect for the environment 

Respect for oneself, doing ones best work. 

Reminder 
Let’s please be reminded, school policy requires that 
children stay home in the event of a fever, vomiting, 
diarrhea, heavy nasal discharge, and/or constant 
cough. You can tell if a child should take a day off of 
school by his or her demeanor.  Rest at such times, may 
even prevent an illness.  Thank you for your 
cooperation in keeping all the children and staff 
healthy. 
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 Primary Corner: 
 Happy 2020; we hope that everyone had a pleasant holiday. We are sure that the children will 
be eager to get back into the routine of the Primary classroom. Whenever there is a break, the kids are 
so amped up to get back to school; it is heartening! 
 As many of you know, we did get a new friend for Rosie. Georgia is now part of our classroom. 
If the parakeet’s cere turns blue, then it will be named George, but we think it’s a girl. Time will tell, as 
it gets older. 
 Thank you so much to all of the families that contributed new pajamas and books for the Pajama 
& Book Drive. We’ll let you know where they ended up in the next newsletter. We also hope that you 
all enjoyed the peace ornament that your child made. It can be a daily reminder to be a peacemaker. 
 We want to thank Ben Miller’s mom, Lauren, for coming to the p.m. class and talking to the kids 
about Hanukkah. We also talked about Christmas in South America, where a pig is the main menu item, 
and the Polish Christmas Eve dinner, where an extra table setting is put out….in case a stranger stops by. 
She should be invited in, of course. Finally, thanks to the moms, dads, and grandparents that helped us to 
make the Swedish Chocolate Balls. We hope that you try the recipe at home; they are yummy! The kids 
had a blast. 
 We also renewed our annual traditions. We read lots of holiday books, talked about peace and 
giving while lighting our peace candle, and sang the traditional song “Peace Like a River”. We sent out 
lots of wishes for endangered animals, homeless families, and children in hospitals, to name a few things. 
 This month, we will be doing a music study. We will be looking at many of the different genres 
in music…blues, bluegrass, jazz, rock, and classical. We will be learning about different instruments and 
listening to lots of music! Miss Kim will be bringing in her Bass as well. If you play an instrument and 
would like to share it with the children, let us know. We would love to have you! We’ll also be talking 
about Martin Luther King Jr. and the Civil Rights Movement. We will read books about Dr. King’s life, 
and we’ll be singing some wonderful songs in support of ideas of tolerance, fairness, and equality. One 
of our favorite songs is “We Shall Overcome”. We will also be discussing the life stories of both Rosa 
Parks and Ruby Bridges. This month will be a great time for you to talk with your child about tolerance, 
fairness, equality, and acceptance...please don’t miss the chance. 
 In Practical Life this month, we’ll be adding banana slicing (please look for sign-ups on the door 
for contributions), embroidery, and brass polishing. As a final note, we say “good-bye and good luck” to 
Owen and his family, who are moving to Montana, and we welcome Preston Little and his family to the 
a.m. Primary class. 
 
Positive Discipline Workshop—Thursday, February 20th from 6:30 to 8:00 
Got discipline issues? Please join us for a roundtable discussion on discipline issues and strategies. 
This will be a wonderful opportunity to ask questions, present a dilemma, hear others’ solutions, and 
get support! Bring wine and snacks if you want! ALL FAMILIES WELCOME—ADULTS ONLY 
 
Heads Up, Parents! Valentine’s Day is coming…your child will need to bring in a box (like a shoe 
box) this month to decorate for the annual Valentine’s Day Party on Thursday, February 13th. There 
is no Primary class on the 14th. Save at least one box from the holiday recycling to put aside for our 
Valentine’s Day tradition. Please have the boxes in by January 24th. We will gladly accept stickers, 
hearts, or other fun stuff for decorating the boxes as well. You may also contribute fun little gifts for 
your child to pass out at the party, but please, no candy. We do ask that you refrain from writing your 
child’s name on any Valentine’s envelopes. This will make it easier to pass out the cards. Please note 
that there are 24 kids in both classes. 
 
Here’s to a happy and healthy new year, Miss Kim and Mr. Jeff  
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MONTESSORI CORNER: Teaching Math  
 
 A child can learn the basic concepts of math in two ways. She can learn by using concrete materials 
during the years when she enjoys manipulating equipment, or she can learn by abstract methods when she is in 
the elementary grades. Dr. Montessori showed that if a child has access to math equipment in her early years, 
she can easily and joyfully assimilate many of the facts and skills of arithmetic. On the other hand, the same 
facts and skills may require long hours of drudgery and drill if they are introduced to her later in a more abstract 
form. Thus, Dr. Montessori designed concrete materials to represent all types of quantities, after she observed 
that the child who is interested in counting likes to touch or move the items as she works with the materials. In a 
Montessori environment, a child not only sees the symbol for one, one thousand, or one-half, but she can also 
hold each of the corresponding quantities in her hand. By combining equipment, separating it, sharing it, 
counting it, and comparing it, she demonstrates to herself the basic operations of arithmetic. This activity gives 
her the satisfaction of learning by self-paced discovery rather than by oral communication. Eventually, she 
develops an early enthusiasm for the world of numbers.  
 
 In the Montessori classroom, all the math lessons are presented with materials that the child 
manipulates. One of the most important counting materials is the Bead Stair. A bead stair matches the color of 
the beads on a bar with the number of beads on a bar. For example, 1=red, 2=green, 3=pink, 4=yellow, 5=light 
blue, 6 =purple, 7=white, 8=brown, 9=dark blue, and 10=gold. At first, the child will just color a paper that 
corresponds to the material. Many parents will see this little paper come home and think it might be a tree or a 
pyramid, but in fact, it’s the beginning of the numeration materials that make up the math lessons. At this point, 
some children may not yet be counting, but they can visually see all of the differences, and they will learn later 
what color corresponds to what number. Next, the child will start to count the beads to learn the quantity. 
Afterwards, the child will learn to associate the quantity with the symbol. Finally, the beads are also used to 
present teen numbers, multiples of tens, squares numbers, and finally, the cubes of each number.   
 
 Another wonderful math material set created by Dr. Montessori is the Golden Bead Materials, used to 
illustrate the decimal system. A single bead represents a Unit (one). The bar made up of ten units in a row 
represents 10. Ten of the 10 bars fastened together to form a square represents 100, and a pile of 10 hundred 
squares forms a cube to make 1000. The children are also presented with the symbols...number cards that 
correspond with the golden beads. Then, the numbers are combined. Many of you may have heard of the Bank 
Game, where the golden beads are used. This is a game where the children must go to “the Bank”, where the 
golden beads are, and get the quantity to match the number they have been given. For example, if the child has 
321 given to her, she will get three 100 squares, two 10 bars and one unit—all hands on! The children love it. 
Finally, adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing can all be taught with the same golden bead materials.  
Ask your child to show you the Math Area. 
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Childcare Corner 
 What a magical holiday season it was!  December was the month of gratitude and 
family traditions.  We hope that everyone had a good holiday surrounded by family and 
friends.  Our classroom elves were busy at work creating many Christmas and Winter 
Holiday crafts.  Hopefully one of our homemade ornaments resided on your tree this 
Christmas.  We also focused on the importance of kindness all year long, and not just during 
the holiday season. 

 Moving into the New Year, we are very excited to study the wintertime weather, such 
snow, rain and drop in temperature.  The science of weather will be explained through 
various lessons and art projects.  

 Please send your children in weather appropriate clothing such as rain boots, warm 
jackets and long pants.  

 

Wishing everyone a Happy New Year, 

Callie, Natasha, Karina, Kelsey, Leslie, Cara, Bella and Marina 
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                1 
School    
Closed 
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3 
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5 
Happy 

Birthday 
Calder   

 

6 
Classes 
resume! 

 

Happy 
Birthday 
Max S. 

	  

7 
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Amazing 
Athletes  

	  

10 
Ballet Class  

2.5-3.5 yrs old 
2-2:45pm 

3.5-5 yrs old:  
3-4pm  
Happy 

Birthday 
Emerson! 
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14 
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Amazing 
Athletes  
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Ballet Class  

2.5-3.5 yrs old 
2-2:45pm 

3.5-5 yrs old:  
3-4pm  
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19 
Happy 

Birthday 
Rhett! 

 

20 
School 
Closed 

MLK Jr. 
Holiday  

21 
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23 
Amazing 
Athletes 

 
 Happy 

Birthday 
Remy! 

24 
 

Ballet Class  

2.5-3.5 yrs old 
2-2:45pm 

3.5-5 yrs old:  
3-4pm  
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29 30 
Amazing 
Athletes 

31 
 

 

 


