
 

 

 

Did you know? 

The 

Montessori School of Sonoma 
NEWSLETTER 

School Tax ID# 
 
For those of you 

gathering 
information for 

tax purposes, the 
Tax ID# for the 

Montessori 
School of 

Sonoma is: 
 

94-2174042 

Extra Clothing Signing your child 
in and out 

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 0  

Dates to Remember: 

Of all things, 
LOVE is the most potent. 

~Maria Montessori 
 

 
Friday, February 14th- Lincoln’s 

Birthday 
No classes/Childcare open 

 
Monday, February 17th- 

President’s Day 
School Closed 

 
Thursday, February 20th – 

Positive Discipline 
Workshop 6:30-8:00pm 

 

Please be sure to 
return any 

borrowed clothing 
or shoes your child 
wears home. We 
encourage you to 
be sure your child 

always has an 
extra clothes bag 

at school. We tend 
to run low on our 
supply of pants, 

underwear, shoes 
and socks. Keep in 

mind we gladly 
take donations of 

these items. 
Thank you! 

 

Please remember to 
sign your child in 

and out on both the 
computer and 

clipboard every 
time you drop off 

and pickup.  Please 
use your full 

signature on the 
clipboard.  We use 
both systems, so it 
is important that 
you remember to 

do both. 
Thanks! 



 

 

THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL OF SONOMA FEBRUARY 2020 

2 

INFANT CORNER 
 

This month we welcome our new friend, 
Norah to class!   

 

Our little love bugs will be doing 

Valentines Day projects and will be 
sending a special Valentine home on the 

13th/14th to you – but no need to send any 

Valentines to school with them.   
 
 

Wet Weather 
This weather is wet, even if it is not a rainy day, so 
please bring extra pants for your child’s bag.  We 

always want to lay them down for nap dry and cozy! 

Singing and Dancing! 
A song we will be singing this month is 
Skidamarink.  Our class loves to dance and our 
songs tend to involve a lot of movement so you 
may notice them sharing new songs with you with 
additional dance moves!   If you ever want to know 
more about your child’s day, never hesitate to ask! 

Thank you for sharing your babies with us! 

 - Stacey and Katherine 

Skidamarink 
 

Skidamarink a dink a 
dink, 

Skidamarink a doo, 
I love you. 

Skidamarink a dink a 
dink, 

Skidamarink a doo, 
I love you. 

 
I love you in the 

morning 
And in the afternoon, 

I love you in the evening 
And underneath the 

moon; 
Oh, Skidamarink a dink 

a dink, 
Skidamarink a doo, 

I love you! 
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TODDLER CORNER 
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 To celebrate Valentine’s Day, we will 
be having a special snack.  We will also be 
making our very own Valentine’s Day cards, 
so it is not necessary to bring in cards.  If your 
child would like to bring in cards, that is fine 
also, please don’t address the cards, we will 
make sure all our friends get one. 

 

Reminder: NO CLASS on Friday, February 
14th, (Childcare open) Lincoln’s birthday, or 
Monday, February 17th, President’s Day. 

- Christine and Cara 

Toys! 
At this time of year you and your child may feel a bit 

overwhelmed with all the amazing toys you have acquired.  
Limiting the number of toys available at any one time provides 
opportunity for your child to notice each activity and develop 

concentration and mastery in using it.  Standard favorites can be 
there all the time, but the rest can be exchanged periodically.  

Rotating toys is a simple way to avoid clutter and the 
disorganization brought on by having too many choices.  When a 
toy that has been put away for a bit is reintroduced, the child tends 
to explore it all over again, often with a different approach. This is 
due to changes that occurred in the child’s development while the 

toy was off the shelf. 

1

 Happy LOVE month!  We have all 
settled back into our classroom routine and are 
working like busy bees!  You may see your child 
come home with an American Flag sticker.  
This means your child had a turn holding our 
flag during circle, while we say the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  This also means that your child 
was the helper for our class and rang the clean 
up bell.  You can ask:  “Were you the helper 
today in class?” 

 

 Thank you to Abby’s grandma for the 
beautiful pinecones.  We made bird feeders out 
of them and have enjoyed watching our feather 
friends right outside our classroom window.  
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PRIMARY NEWS 

1

 Happy February…the month of love and friendship! Thanks to all the families that donated 

pajamas and books for the children at the COTS (Committee on the Shelterless) homeless shelter in 

Petaluma. They were overjoyed!!! 

 We had a fun music study. It, of course, involved listening to lots of different music. We 

started our study by looking at different types of instruments. As we examined the different genres 

of music, we discussed the primary instruments that are played within each. We first introduced 

Jazz, and using Miles Davis’ track “So What” from the Kind of Blue album, Mr. Jeff explained how 

the musicians were having a type of conversation with the instruments. There were lots of listening 

exercises involved as we talked about the different types of music. We then introduced Bluegrass, 

where a violin is called a fiddle, there is a mandolin, and of course, there’s the awesome banjo! We 

wrapped up our study with the blues and its link to rock and roll. We read a lot of books, such as 

The Jazz Fly, The Laughing River, Gus and Me (by Keith Richards), Banjo Granny, and My Family 

Plays Music. We could have easily spent another month looking at different music from around the 

world as well. Maybe next time! Hopefully, the kids have come home requesting more music! Play 

more music at home!! Any questions…come ask us! 

 We also talked about Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Ruby Bridges, and Rosa Parks. We told 

the stories of their lives, about how there used to be signs that said “whites only” and “blacks only”, 

and we discussed how the world is made up of a rainbow of people of all colors. We also talked 

about how important these people’s stories are to the changes that were made to make things fairer 

for all people, no matter what color skin we have. This topic always brings up lots of questions and 

the children seem to chew on these stories for many weeks. 

 Don’t forget to check out the bulletin board outside of the classroom. We post many things 

there each month. You can find a list of songs that Mr. Jeff plays with the kids, the class calendar, 

and the wish list for items wanted for the classroom. We change it up every month! 

 Thanks to all of the families that contributed bananas for banana slicing! This month, we’ll 

be requesting oranges for orange juice squeezing (look to sign up on the door). Watch for pennies 

coming home, because we will have penny polishing out as well! We will also be busy decorating 

our boxes for Valentine’s Day—Miss Kim’s favorite day! Finally, we will be studying China, with 

an emphasis on Pandas. We’ll be listening to Chinese music, having some Chinese snacks, and we 

will learn a great deal about Pandas. 

2
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PRIMARY NEWS CONTINUED 
Valentine’s Day Party...Thursday, February 13th:  
 We’ll be having our annual Valentine’s Day party on Thursday, February 13th. It’s an event that the 
children always look forward to. Each child needs to bring in a shoe box, or another box of a similar size 
with a lid, to decorate for the party. The boxes will be used to collect non-food items and Valentine’s Day 
cards. Families are more than welcome to donate any type of non-food item, such as stickers, pencils, whistles, 
or other small items to put into the boxes. As many children have stated in past years, “the little things that are 
put in the box are the best!” Please bring enough for 24 children. Please, no candy. Finally, the children are 
encouraged to bring cards to pass out to their friends.  
 PLEASE DON’T ADDRESS THE ENVELOPES UNLESS YOUR CHILD IS ABLE TO READ 
THE NAMES. HAVE YOUR CHILD SIGN THE CARDS….IF YOUR CHILD IS NOT ABLE TO 
WRITE HIS OR HER NAME, YOU MAY WRITE IT USING YELLOW HI-LITER AND HAVE HIM 
OR HER TRACE IT. This makes it easier for the children to independently pass out their cards. Note that we 
will be having a party in both the morning and afternoon sessions.  
 
Positive Discipline Workshop—Thursday, February 20th from 6:30 to 8:00  
Got discipline issues? Please join us for a roundtable discussion on discipline issues and strategies. This will be 
a wonderful opportunity to ask questions, present a dilemma, hear solutions, and get support! There will be a 
sign-up list at the counter if you would like to come. We will also have hors d’oeuvres and wine, in case you 
would like a snack. ADULTS ONLY PLEASE.  
 
MAKE NOTE: 
Parent/Teacher Conferences: March 18th – March 20th (no Primary class on these days). There will be a sign-
up on the door, beginning March 2nd. If you would like to meet earlier to discuss the Kindergarten program, 
check in with Miss Kim. The Kindergarten program is part of the Primary class.  
 
SPRING BREAK IS APRIL 6th -10th….NO PRIMARY CLASS THIS WEEK  
 
One of our songs we sing often…. Love is Something If You Give It Away:  
Love is something if you give it away,  
Give it away, give it away,  
Love is something if you give it away,  
You end up having more.  
It’s just like a magic penny,  
Hold it tight and you won’t have any,  
Lend it, spend it, you’ll have so many,  
They’ll roll all over the floor  
For love is something if you give it away,  
Give it away, give it away,  
Love is something if you give it away, You’ll end up having more!!!!!!! Hooray…..the more love, the better!!!!  
 
Happy Year of the Rat,  
Miss Kim and Mr. Jeff 
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CHILDCARE CORNER 

Jumping out of January and into fun February! 
 Last month, childcare studied different types of weather.  With California’s climate being 
so diverse, it is the perfect state to express the many different types of weather such as snow, 
rain and sunshine.  We had a lot of fun creating art and science projects that explained how we 
have different types of weather.  Another topic of discussion was Dr. Martin Luther King, JR 
Day.  We spoke about practicing kindness and respect for others by being a peacemaker.  Many 
of our classroom conversations stem from the topic of caring and respect for others through 

compassion of others differences, uniqueness and similarities.  

With the month of love approaching, February will 
focus on sharing that same mindset with friends 
and family.  We are excited to make Valentine’s 
Day cards and art projects that express our 
appreciation for those closest to us. 

Childcare will end the month studying farm, domestic and 
wild animals.  (Hopefully we will have baby lambs soon!). 
We hope you all have been enjoying the artwork coming 
home from childcare.  Please feel free to come in and take a 
look at all of our fun creations.  We are looking forward to 
a very happy February. 

-Callie, Cara, Karina, Kelsey, Leslie, Natasha, and Marina 
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MONTESSORI CORNER 

TANTRUMS: 
 
 A child will have a tantrum to show you how important it is for her to make her own 
choices... “I want the pink shirt, not the yellow one.” You’ll have to pick your battles. Don’t be 
surprised if she melts down when you say, “No, you cannot go out in your shirt and socks. It is 
raining.” A three year old may still fall down screaming. However, the tantrums have a new 
element. As she throws herself on the ground, she may do so with a dramatic flair. A tantrum is a 
form of communication…thus, the child will look her parents straight in the eye. With a new 
defiance, she asserts her ability to subject them to a tantrum that only she can control. The 
parents’ job here is to help a child learn other means of expressing her needs. Let her make her 
own decisions and feel in control, but only when you (the parents) can be okay with the decision. 
For example, “No, we’re not buying soda and chips. You can decide if we’ll get pears or 
bananas.” Don’t take the tantrums personally. Doing so will only make them more powerful. 
Instead, stay cool, and by your lack of response, disarm her. Don’t be afraid to walk away while 
the tantrum is going on…saying “when you are done screaming, come and get me.” Let her know 
after the tantrum is over that such behavior will not get her what she wants. Be sure to stick to 
your position, and follow through with your words. After the tantrum is over, discuss some other 
ways of communicating needs and wishes. A final note--tantrums as a form of communication 
also happen when your child is tired, hungry, or if the routine has been changed without any 
warning.  
 
Suggested Books by Jane Nelsen….  
Positive Discipline  
Positive Discipline A-Z  
Positive Discipline for Working Parents  
Raising Self-Reliant Children in a Self-Indulgent World 


